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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43to.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. 11 


□ 


Box No. ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


la 


Box No. VII 


1*1 


Box No. VIII 



FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except mat this does not apply where the applicant chooses an 
Authority other than this one to be IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abb(b) that 
written opinions of this Internaaonal Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing 
of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. ^ * i . / 
For further opinions, see Form PCT/ISA/220. °^ * 0 ' [/ 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of thb opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on die basis of the international application in die language in 
which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This opinion has been established on die basis of a translation from the original language into the following language, 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12 J 

and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

jT^] a sequence I isting 

table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

|~] in written format 

1 1 in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

[ | contained in the international application as filed. 

[ _J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 * LJ ,n a<Jd * t ' on » in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to 
that in die application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4, Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rale 436fe.l(aXQ with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability ; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 2-21, 23-26 YES 

Claims 1,22,27 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-27 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-27 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

The claimed invention relates to a method in an industrial 
safety system for controlling a process or equipment. The 
control system enables signals to be generated as a result 
of an event or an alarm. An automated link between the event 
or alarm and an action to be taken upon receipt of said 
event or alarm signal due to the event is created. The 
claimed method reduces the chance of introducing human error 
in design. 



Documents cited in the International Search Report: 

Dl: NL 1016345 C2 D4 : WO 9704463 Al 

D2: US 5054023 A D5 : EP 0482523 A2 

D3: US 20020169514 Al D6 : US 5361198 A 

Documents D4-D6 represent the general state of the art. 



Document Dl discloses a safety system where equipment is 
monitored and controlled (see English abstract) . The system 
comprises components with safety devices and the status of 
the equipment is continuously monitored. An automatic link 
is created between certain events and actions to be taken 
upon receipt of said event. For example, the equipment is 
switched of if the temperature is too high. The invention 
according to Dl probably also contains a computer, a 
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Supplemental Box __ 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 

Continuation of: BOX V 

computer program and a graphical user interface. 

Document D2 discloses a method for monitoring a process 
(abstract) . Signals are generated as a result of an alarm 
and an action is initiated. 

Document D3 discloses a graphical user interface for 
controlling industrial processes. Information about the 
status of the processes is collected (section [0012]) and 
corrective measures are automatically taken if problems are 
detected (claim 1) . The user interface graphically 
illustrates the components in the process and further, the 
interface illustrates the relations between the components 
(section [0106] and fig. 8) . The components and the relations 
can by altered or changed in a graphical model (sections 
[0106] and [0134] ) . 

The invention according to claims 1 # 22 and 27 is so 
generally formulated that it is disclosed by documents Dl 
and D2. 

Consequently, the invention according to claims 1, 22 and 27 
is already known from Dl and D2 and therefore lacks novelty. 

Further, the invention according to claims 1, 22 and 27 is 
also considered to lack an inventive step in the light of 
document D3. 



Document D3 is considered to represent the closest prior art 
to the invention according to claim 17. The difference 
between the invention according to claim 17 and D3 is that 
it concerns a process or equipment in an industrial safety 
system. However, the invention according to D3 could be used 
to model many different parts (see abstract) . 
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Supplemental Box ._ 

In case the space in «ny of the preceding boxes b not sufficient 

Continuation of: BOX V 

A person skilled in the art, who wants a graphical user 
interface for controlling a process or equipment in an 
industrial safety system, realizes that the interface 
disclosed in D3 could be used for that purpose. This 
modification of D3 is considered as obvious to the skilled 
person. The modification of D3 results in an interface 
according to claim 17. 

The invention according to claim 17 is thus not considered 
to involve an inventive step. 

Since the method lacks an inventive step, the invention 
according to claims 13-16 and 24-26 also lacks an inventive 
step. 

The invention according to claims 2-12 and 18-21 relates to, 
for example, the representation of the system and the 
displaying of the data. The invention according to claims 2- 
12 and 18-21 is not considered to involve an inventive step 
in the light of document D3 . 

The invention according to claim 23, i.e. a hand-held device 
for displaying the user interface and input means to said 
device, is also considered to lack sin inventive step. 

The invention according to claims 1-27 is considered to be 
industrially applicable. 
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Box No, VII Certain defecti in the international application 

The following defects in the form or content of the international application have been noted: 

Claims 13 and 24 are identical. 
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I Bos No. VIII Certain observations on the International application . 

L^«N^-*^^^'-**-*- , •■'-*■• ,,, "• ,- "* , ' , *■" , * 

supported by the description, are made: 

^JZ^uSZJFZSL- of the system the da^as. 
and the website for realizing the method. 
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